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            Idioms                               Meaning 

1 A piece of cake  something is very easy 

2 Achilles heel  weakness 

3 Acid Test  true test of the value of something 

4 Add insult to injury  to make a situation worse 

5 All eggs in one basket  one should not concentrate all efforts and resources in one area as  
 one could lose everything 

6 All hell broke loose  a sudden start of chaos, confusion and trouble 

7 Beat around the bush  to avoid or evade a topic or an issue during a conversation 

8 Birds of a feather flock 
together 

 people of the same sort or tastes and interests will be found  
 together 

9 Blessing in disguise  an apparent misfortune that eventually has good results 

10 Born with a silver spoon in the 
mouth 

 born in a rich family 

11 Cloud nine  a state of perfect happiness 

12 Compare apples to oranges  contrasting two things which cannot be compared against each  
 other 

13 Cup of tea  something one likes or excels in 

14 Devil's Advocate  to present a counter argument 

15 Food for thought  something that warrants serious consideration 

16 Follow the footsteps  do the same thing as someone else, esp. someone in your family,  
 previously did 

17 Hit the nail on the head  to be exactly right 

18 Hook or by crook  by any means, right or wrong 

19 Ignorance is bliss  you are better off not knowing 

20 In the nick of time  at the last possible moment 

21 Landslide Victory  huge victory 

22 Life has come a full circle  complete a cycle, return to its beginnings 

23 Lip Service  agree with something but do nothing to support it 

24 Once in a blue moon  something that happens very infrequently 

25 Paved the way  make progress or development easier 

26 Raining cats and dogs  raining heavily 

27 Reap the benefits  to enjoy the benefits of one's action 

28 Strike a chord  create an emotional response 

29 The early bird gets the worm  the first people who arrive will get the best stuff 

30 Tip of the iceberg  the small easily visible part of a larger problem 

 


